
Dear Members 
 
This will be my last annual report as I have stood down as Chairman after being 
chairman since the amalgamation of Team Southampton and Southampton Running 
Club in April 2010. Previously I was chairman of Southampton Running Club. It is 
with some regret that I am standing down but I do feel I have done my stint and it's 
time for someone else to take over. I would like to personally thank everyone who 
has served on committees during my term in the chair and also a general thank you 
to coaches, officials and indeed athletes who have helped to make SAC such a great 
club. As you would expect from any club during my time there has been highs and 
lows but although you do learn from the lows it's always best to remember the highs 
which in my case are the club winning the National title at the LAG YDL final and 
promotions to the Premier League for both the BAL and UKWAL. Not that I wish to 
claim much credit for these achievements which should go to the athletes and 
particularly the team managers who play such a vital role. 
 
This year the club has invested in new membership software which I believe has 
been very successful and I must credit Dave Blackman, Stuart Saint and Matt Coffey 
who have been instrumental in setting up the new system and ensuring any 
problems have been swiftly resolved. 
 
The academy remains a priority for the club and I know that there are ongoing plans 
to strengthen the coaching and management side. We do need volunteers to help 
out with the academy to ensure our youngsters get the best available introduction to 
athletics as this is the future of our club. If you can help please put your name 
forward, it can be a very rewarding experience. 
 
That's all I wish to say except you will not be getting rid of me completely. I will 
continue to officiate for the club and to support in any way I can and hopefully you 
will see me in the red and white competing as a V70 for a few more years yet 
 
Come on the Red and White Army 
 
Richie 
 

 
 
To All Members, 

It has been a difficult few months since I stood in for Richie as A/Chair of the Club. 

The Committee had several issues to deal with and resolutions were made in the 

best interests of the Club. 

There have been changes in the Academy coaches with Tracey Jones, Gemma 

Saint and Zoe Bond taking charge of the Foundation group and Mark Wharton 

remaining with the Fundamental group. The initial feedback has been promising and 

a full review of the changes will take place in the New Year.  



The Club is going through a review with England Athletics. The Committee sub-

group has held meetings with Sarah Gardiner, Club Support Manager. We have 

incorporated the views of members in determining our priorities. The outcome is that 

a list of topics has been drawn up for the Club to concentrate on over the coming 

months. These are Website and Communications (we are looking to get expert help 

in redesigning the website and looking to enhance our communications all round), 

Policies and Procedures (review and update), Vision, Performance and Athlete 

Pathway, Facilities (although this is really the domain of Southampton City Council). 

The UKWAL and BAL decided at their respective AGM’s to wind up the 2 Leagues 

and form a new National Athletics League. This will mean that both Men and Women 

will be competing together as a Team. The Club has been placed into the Premier 

Division so I am hoping that all eligible Athletes will make themselves available for all 

4 fixtures. 

I would like to thank all Team Managers for everything they have done this year, 

being a Team Manager can be a difficult role and I appreciate their efforts. Our 

Officials have been outstanding this year but we still need more volunteers, whether 

it is Officials, Team managers or helping out in the cabin. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my Committee members, coaches and 

all the volunteers without whom we would not have a Club. A special thank you to 

Diane Reavey and Tracey Jones who made my position easier and I probably 

wouldn’t have lasted without their help. Ashley Cooper is standing down as our 

Treasurer after two years in the role and I would like to thank him for his commitment 

and expertise, thank you for all your work.  

Lastly a massive vote of thanks to Richie Pearson, our outgoing Chairman, he has 

helped me over the years and I’m sure that we will still be going for a pint or two on 

many occasions. He will be sorely missed although as he has said he will be around 

the Club either as an Official or an athlete. 

I wish all members and their families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

Tim Hall  
A/Chair 
SAC 
 


